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Abstract: Throughout the ages, the family has been a fundamental
group of the world. It has been called the corner-stone of society,
credited with being a primary force for controlling as well as civilising
the human beings, and viewed as the source of morality and descent
behaviour. The foundation of family is predominantley rooted in
marriage- a socially recognised institution essential for the procreation
of children and satisfaction of sexual urges. The patterns and activities
of family and marriage show a fascinating variation from society to
society, but a constant flux of change. As the important parts of social
structure, both family and marriage system, their change and fate as
well have drawn a considerable degree of attention to sociologists. In a
traditional society like Bangladesh both family and marriage are
considered to be the cradles of social life, and enjoy their supremacy
above all other existing: social institutions/groups. In this study
attempts have been made to get insight of the family and marriage
structure of Bangladesh, their functions, changes, and about the future
in the light of sociological outlook and perspective with view to better
understanding the social structure.
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“Entrance into marriage primarily on an affectional basis, the reduction of
economic pressures, and the voluntary bearing and rearing of children would
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