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Abstract: The main objective of the Government is to achieve poverty
reduction through economic growth. To accomplish that goal, the importance
of an effective and efficient communication system can not be overstated.
Hence the road and transport sector is one of the topmost priorities of the
government. For last five years the average contribution of road and
communication sector to GDP has been 10.6 percent. During that period the
growth rate of the sector was 8.04 percent. Target has been fixed 1o elevate
the GDP growth rate at 8.2 percent in 2015-16. To achieve this goal,
transport and communication sector's contribution to GDP should be 11.8
percent and to have a sectoral growth rate of 10.5 percent in 2015-16. For
materializing the vision of achieving a higher growth trajectory, a sustainable
road communication system is essential for Bangladesh.

The major obstacles for achieving a sustainable road communication system
in Bangladesh inciude increased resource demand for maintaining a widely
distributed highly priced road network; distortion of model balance among
different communication modalities due to disproportionate growth of road
transport; investment imbalance because of competing demands from so
many development projects; delimiting of new road construction due to the
above mentioned constraints. Through rapid implementation of the
'Integrated Multimodal Transport Policy' and thereby ensuring balanced
investment in the communication sector may alleviate some of the problems.
Strategy should also include regular and periodic maintenance, priority
based resource allocation for repairing projects, ensuring public private
partnership for road development and maintenance, devising and
implementing a policy for toll collection from roads and bridges, updating
motor vehicle registration fees, and above all introducing an effective 'road
pricing' mechanism as well as having a permanent resource supply base for
road construction and rehabilitation. Bangladesh can have a sustainable
road communication system by adopting the aforesaid initiatives.
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