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Abstract: Domestic violence is a daily and often deadly fact of life for
millions of women and girls in Bangladesh. UNFPA ranks Bangladesh
one of the top among the countries where violence against women is
prevalent. The various forms of violence range from verbal abuse to acid
throwing, rape and murder. Gender basedviolence is perpetrated at many
different levels, i.e. at the family, community and state levels. Historically,
Bangladeshi women are relegated to an oppressive subordinate position
in their family and in the society. Traditional gender-based attitudes and
behaviors have been rooted in the comnsciousness of the men and the
women of the country. This is expressed in limiting the freedom of women
in many spheres of daily living. These limitations are protected by
structures that facilitate the enactment and the preservation of oppressive
practices. Moreover, patriarchal family structure and inegalitarian
gender relations contribute in domestic violence. Women are defined as
inferior, husbands are assumed to 'own' women, and to have the right to
dominate them, if necessary by using force. Violence at family level is
sometimes approved and sometimes even actively promoted through state
laws and institutions and by prevailing patriarchal social norms. This is
part of a phenomenon embedded in the context of cultural, socio-
economic and political power relations that reduce women to economic
and emotional dependency as the property of a male protector.
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