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Abstract: In Bangladesh, although women constituted half of the population,
women are victims of inequality, abuse, suppression, and exploitation. Women's
access to political office is hampered historically by the belief that women cannot
hold a difficult job.. The concept of "women empowerment" in Bangladesh got a
new twist when The- Union Parishad (Seédnd Amendment) Act 1997 was
promulgated and the provisions were made for reservation of three seats for the
women in each union parishad and direct election on those. Since then this is
considered as the main means for the political empowerment of the women
especially for the rural women. The present study, in this context, evaluates
various processes by which the present union parishad system has opened the
door for empowerment of women in the grass-root level. The study, although,
found a significant improvement in women empowerment through direct
elections and reservation of one third seats, there are a lot of other things to be
done. The study thereby suggests some policy implications with respect to the
prot'{lems the elected women members faced in performing their roles and
responsibilities.
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