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Tahara City: A Model for Development . Ayesha Azim

Abstract. This article is written on the basis of personal experience of the author during
her visit to Japan. Tahara is an agricultural city. It has nine administrative units. Each of
the units is headed by District “Sodai”” Under these nine district units there are 58 smaller
units which are termed as Wards. Each Ward ranges from 1500 to 1700 households. the
present administrative set up of Tahara-cho is a result of several amalgamation of various
small towns and communities since 1892. After early 1960 specialised farms on
agriculture started in Tahara within very short time. This area is welknown in Japan for
its extremely high farm income level. Similarly, growth and development of Tahara,s in
dustrial sector is a typical example of an area’s strong urban rural link ages, which could
be described as growth of the industrial sector. The concept of decentralization upto grass
root level is put in to practice at Tahara-cho, culminating in a sustained relationship
between people and the government which is worth emulating by developing countries.
So it may be suggested that Tahara-cho’s institutional set up, administrative mechanism.
devolution of authority, finacial policy, participatory system, sense of unity fair
relationship of authority with local people and their appreciation for each other, desire for
perfection and ever increasing appetite for development can be taken as model by any
development country.
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