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The Role and Position of Women Representative in
Women Empowerment and Development at the

Union Parishad — A Study
Begum Roksana Mili

Abstract : In contemporary development literature, participation of
women in development activities from grass roots to central level is
getting more priority both nationally and globally for ensuring ender
equality. In 1989, after the declaration of CEDAW (Convention for the
elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women) the trend
of women participation has been more emphasized in all spheres.
CEDAW has been formulated for improving the mariginal status of
World-wide women by eliminating all kinds of discrimination. The
government of Bangladesh has also acted in line with the declaration of
CEDAW for ensuring women’s representation and participation in the
political arena. The Union Parishad election of 1997 may be considered
as the outcome of CEDAW which acted an active catalyst in ensuring
political participation of women at local government institution and
aslo as an important and positive step to gender empowerment in local
government body of rural Bangladesh. The Union Parishad is liable to
oversee and administer the development projects at local level and the
elected women members of UP have given power to implement
different projects with other members by involving standing
committees at UP level. The manor objectives of this study are to
review the range of authority and capacity of elected women exercising
in development activities at UP level. The study also examine the
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responsibilities, identify the constraints of their effective participation
in development activities and also asses the opinion of different social
classes in relation to their representation Finally, this study suggests
economic empowerment, long-term learning and training process,
moral education for social security and political socialization should get
more priority for effective political participation of women.
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of the total rural population of 114 developing countries indicate that
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shortages reported a higher proportion of females (71%) compared to
males (69%). Higher proption of females (76%) belong to poor
householes compared to male counterparts (75.5%). Food
consumption of males (per capita) was also found higher not only in
aggregate but also in every village under survey” (Siddiqi 1996).
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“Development............... a complex process involving the social,
economic, political and cultural betterment of individuals (Duza and
Begum, 1995.)
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Griffen (1989) “FXoIAq TE NEE R MTEEs- Women's
empowerment has been described as’adding to women’s power’ with
power meaning being able to make contributions at all levels os
society and having this contribution recognized and valued. Power in
the context of women therefore, means participating in decision-
making in all spheres of life not just areas of society which are
accepted as women’s place, creating from a women’s perspective, and
being recognized and respected as equal citizens and human beings

capable of effectively contributing to society”.
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reinforcing qualities has great potential for bringing about social
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unable to struggle against hunger, poverty illiteracy and social

injustice”
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