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Abstract : Strengthening local government is a popular
issue and precondition for ensuring good govenance. After
the independence of Bangladesh, all governments
constituted various commission or committee to reform of
local government structure. The objectives of these reform
were to introduce participatory local government. However,
most of such aims could not be achieved. The significant
exception has been women representation issue. The
reality in local government structure in Bangladesh is that
every successive government has imposed central control
over local government. Besides, the field administration
has been given the responsibility of looking after the local
government affairs. Though the Union Parishad (UP) is the
only representative tier of local self-government, it has not
been developed into an autonomous body. Not only the
central government but also the local political elite
including MPs have tried to impose their control over UP.
In this backdrop UP are facing critical problems to initiate
and implement development programs and also to excise
their own power which they deserve by dint of legislation.
Since the late eighties NGOs have played a vital role for
democracy building at grassroot levels. The implement
capacity building programs UP and concentization of the
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rural people to make their effecitve participation in the UP.
This article intends to analyze the central government's
role in local government sector particularly emphasis on
central government and UP relationship, performance of
the local political elite as well as the relationship between
UP and NGO's.
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