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Security of small states and Bangladesh : A critical
review. Mehedi Masud

Abstract: Security is a precondition to development. There can be no human
progress without the essence of security-without a secure society. In global
politics, national security is central to all sovereign states. Hence, states
regularly assess the threat perception and keep vigil on the security
arrangements. But this sort of perception can not be wholly applied to the
small states of the third world. The third world states are always preoccupied
with their own internal problems like fulfilling the fundamental needs.
External security is of secondary importance to them. Domestic security is
more important to them as sometimes external threats crop up because of
mishandling of the domestic ones. The tribal insurgency problem of Bang-
ladesh may be cited as one of the examples. The Indian connection of tribal
issue gave it international looks. The issue is now settled with the signing
of CHT peace treaty. Therefore we see the notion of security is different in the
third world countries. This paper examines the threat perception of Bang-
ladesh, its geostrategic setting, and prescribes for its security arrangement.
It also explains the definition of security in the context of the small states.
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PP = Perceived National Power

C = Critical Mass

(C = Population + Territory)

E = Economic Power

M = Military Power

S = Strategic Objectives of the Nation
W = Will Power of the Nation
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